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Ajoomma + Q&A with filmmakers (p. 13)

7.00pm - 9.30pm

The Hill of Secrets (p. 24)
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2.30pm - 4.10pm
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Foreword from the Ambassador of
the Republic of Korea to Singapore

H.E. CHOI Hoon
Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to Singapore

It is with great pleasure and excitement that |
extend my warmest greetings to all of you at
the 2023 Korean Film Festival in Singapore. This
annual celebration of Korean Film has become a
cherished tradition, showcasing the rich cultural
tapestry and cinematic excellence of Korea to our
friends here in Singapore.

This year, under the theme of ‘Bridge’, we selected
13 films that can showcase Korean culture and
lifestyle and bridge Korea and other worlds beyond
the border. This symbolizes our commitment to not
only showcase exceptional Korean films but also
to highlight how these cinematic creations can be
conduits for cultural exchange and understanding.

Among these captivating works, | am delighted to
highlight AJOOMMA, a groundbreaking film that
stands as the fruit of the first-ever collaboration
between Singapore and Korea. The realization
of this joint venture has been truly meaningful,
strengthening the bond between our two countries,
through the universal language of movie.

Another remarkable highlight is the screening
of the Korean-Japanese joint production, A
MIDSUMMER’S FANTASIA. It proves that when
nations come together, cinematic magic can
unfold on-screen. As part of our endeavor to

amplify voices and perspectives, we are proud to
collaborate with the Seoul International Women’s
Film Festival. Furthermore, we are privileged to
present a documentary shedding light on the life
and artistry of Nam June Paik, an international
artist who has not only transcended borders with
his work but has also redefined the possibilities of
creative expression.

May this Korean Film Festival in Singapore not
only entertain but also serve as a cultural bridge,
fostering deeper mutual understanding and
friendship between our nations. | would like to
extend my heartfelt appreciation to the Singapore
Film Society (SFS) and its partners who have
worked tirelessly to make this event possible. Your
dedication and support have played a crucial role
in making this festival a grand success.

Welcome to the Korean Film Festival in Singapore
- where cultures converge, stories unite, and the
magic of cinema knows no bounds.

Thank you and ZAZL|C}H (Gamsahamnida).




Foreword from the Chairman of
Singapore Film Society

Kenneth TAN
Chairman
Singapore Film Society

Promoting movie appreciation in Singapore is a uniquely beautiful
mission with which to be entrusted.

Despite the challenges and changes brought about by both the
Covid-19 pandemic and the proliferation of alternative media
consumption platforms to compete with Cinema, the habit of
watching movies on the big screen remains very much a national
way of life. And amongst the wide (and very widely-welcomed)
repertoire of films released every week in more than 200 cinemas
islandwide, Korean content consistently ranks high in terms of
both commercial and critical accomplishments.

Some people might then wonder, why the need for so many
film festivals throughout the year - sometimes as many as five
within one month — and why a Korean one, when awareness and
popularity are already so high?

For more than 60 years, we have been asked this type of
question, as Singapore’s national cultural organisation dedicated
to the promotion of film appreciation. Our answer has remained
simple and consistent. Movies don’t just entertain or inform
viewers. Movies touch people’s hearts. Inspire new perspectives.
Build bridges of knowledge and understanding, of curiosity and
passion, of art and industry.

Cinema is about life.

And although many excellent Korean films are theatrically
released in mainstream cinemas in Singapore, there are so many
more that richly deserve an opportunity to be made known to
fans here. As well as ‘landmark’ productions that have earned
a permanent place in the history books of both Korea and
Singapore; our opening film AJOOMMA being a fine example
of not just consumption but creation of movies in and by both
countries working together.

It is my professional and personal joy and honour, together with
my team, to have the privilege of working with the Embassy of
the Republic of Korea to bring this year’s Korean Film Festival to
one and all. | warmly wish everyone a most fulfilling time at the
movies!
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The Embassy of the Republic of Korea and Singapore
Film Society are proud to host the 2023 edition of the
annual Korean Film Festival (KFF), a vibrant celebration
of Korean cinema and culture that serves to strengthen
the bonds of friendship between Singapore and Korea.
KFF is the largest Korean film festival in Singapore,
presenting a curated selection of exceptional Korean
films spanning various genres, from award-winning
features and insightful documentaries to captivating
animations.

As we continue to promote cultural exchange and
foster greater understanding between our nations, the
KFF provides a platform for Singaporean audiences
to immerse themselves in the richness of Korean
storytelling, artistic expression, and cinematic
excellence. Through this festival, we aim to showcase
the diverse and innovative talent within the Korean
film industry, offering a glimpse into Korea'’s cinematic
heritage.
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Featuring some of the most talked-about recent
Korean film releases, RECENT RELEASES consists
of films that thematically span from ‘whodunnit’ with
a period-era setting, to emotionally-charged and
uplifting underdog sports drama, to internationally-
acclaimed and prolific Korean director Hong Sang
Soo’s recent work.

We have a comprehensive choice of new titles to
choose from and satisfy the appetites of Korean
cinema aficionados.

REBOUND
2H2E

Director
ZHANG Hang-jun

Cast
AHN Jae-hong, LEE Sin-young,
JEONG Jin-woon

Awards

Udine Far East Film Festival
2023 Winner Audience Award
Silver Mulberry

2023 | Sports, Drama | 122min | PG 13 Some Coarse Language

Language
Korean with English and Chinese Subtitles

Screening
28 October 2023, Saturday, 4.10pm, GV Suntec City
4 November 2023, Saturday, 1.30pm, GV Suntec City

Yang-hyun, a former basketball player who is now
a public service worker, is selected to coach Busan
Jungang High School’s basketball team. In one of
their first matches, they face the strongest team,
and their lack of teamwork causes them to forfeit.
Humiliated from the loss, the team switches tactics,
with Coach Yang-hyun going all in.

When everyone says it is impossible, the team of
six ‘nobodies’ seizes the opportunity to REBOUND.
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Screening
5 November 2023, Sunday, 4.50pm, GV Suntec City

We've always been amazed by Korean Cinema’s
ability to produce stunning works that have
resonated with audiences all over the globe -
PARASITE, HANDMAIDEN, THE GOOD, THE BAD
AND THE WEIRD, BURNING - and these films have
been directed by prominent male directors — Bong
Joon Ho to Park Chan Wook and Lee Chang Dong.

Yet, films by female directors such as Kim Bora’s
HOUSE OF HUMMINGBIRD, Lee Jeong-hyang’s
THE WAY HOME, and Ga-eun Yoon’s THE WORLD
OF US, have received significant acclaim as well.

This year, in order to spotlight more incredibly
talented Korean female directors, we linked up
with the Seoul International Women’s Film Festival,
which has been promoting female filmmakers’
works all over the world, to screen short films by
up-and-coming Korean female directors.

These short films have distinctive voices and are
unique in expressing their messages and narratives.
Through these short films, we hope our audience
will be encouraged to discover the hidden gems of
works by Korean female directors.
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I’M NOT A ROBOT 2022 | Experimental | 21min | PG Some Nudity MY ANNOYING MOTHER 2022 | Drama | 30min | NC16 Some Coarse Language

13
E£20]| opL|ct Ao =€
Director Language Director Language
KANG Yesol Korean with English Subtitles LEE Hyeji Korean with English Subtitles
Cast Screening Cast Screening
Katie Sangmin LEE 5 November 2023, Sunday, 4.50pm, GV Suntec City KANG Taeje, KIM Yeongsun 5 November 2023, Sunday, 4.50pm, GV Suntec City

Seoul Women International Film Festival Collection Awards Awards Seoul Women International Film Festival Collection
Official Selection Official Selection
Seoul International Women'’s Film Festival, Seoul International Women's Film Festival (2022)
Audience Award (2022) Gwangju Independent Film Festival (2023)
DMZ International Documentary Film Festival (2022) Jeongdongjin Independent Film Festival (2023)

Pyeong Chang International Peace Film Festival (2022)

Ga-young loves her mom, but she
struggles to love her values. Ga-young
decides to film a movie about cursing

An accident occurs in an American city her mother.

with a self-driving car and a simulation

expert is requested to recreate the Ironically, her mother is the only one
accident. Singapore Premiere Singapore Premiere who helps with her project.
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